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After successfully implementing BaltActHaz project activities, with the main goal to support the
Baltic States in implementing the EU Water Framework Directive, the IPPC Directive, the Marine
Directive and HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan with regard to reduction of hazardous substances,
the leading project teams at Baltic Environmental Forum Estonia, Baltic Environmental Forum
Latvia and Baltic Environmental Forum Lithuania see the need to continue working on the topic
of hazardous substances in the aquatic environment in the Eastern Baltic Sea Region.
Within the project duration the project team has developed very good cooperation relations with
state authorities and institutions and all the results available are a very high value for all those
stakeholders. While working with the project BEF Group would like to point out some issues of
concern in Baltic States which need attention and need to be worked on:
• The main problem for the Baltic States and our institutions is that modern European legal
frames are getting more complex and more interlinked, therefore the people working
on these issues need a very wide range of knowledge. Our institutions are lacking such
holistic complex information and skills and are also signiﬁcantly down-sized in terms of
human resources. As a result of the economic crisis in the recent years our institutions
are suﬀering from brain drain. Institutions are struggling to ﬁnd and keep competent
experts; the layer of highly qualiﬁed human resources is thin.
• Member States are obliged to monitor the occurrence of priority and priority hazardous
substances according to the requirements from Water Framework Directive and reduce
or stop the use of such substances, but there is not enough ﬁnancial resources to perform
such environmental monitoring in a full-scale (neither the state, municipalities or industries have such budget). Although in 2009-2011 the Baltic states were able to perform
in frame of EU funded projects ﬁrst wider screening of priority and priority hazardous
in the environment and received very valuable results, there is still a need for further
more in-depth investigations. Monitoring the occurrence of hazardous substances in
the environment is so much more than it used to be historically, because new hazardous
substances are included into the lists of priority and priority hazardous substances because
scientiﬁc studies provide evidence on their adverse health and environmental eﬀects.

3

Direct dissemination
related to the BaltActHaz
project activities:
• State authorities as direct beneficiaries of project work and deliverables will utilise all
project results in their everyday work. Based on the hazardous substances screening
and source tracking activities, a further need to set up monitoring activities in the Baltic
countries has been identified. Measures for reduction of hazardous substances have been
initiated and need to be enforced and their success monitored. Improving environmental
permitting and better quality for environmental permit applications according to the
permitting guidance developed in the BaltActHaz project.
• Enterprises are replicating the activities started in the project and industry associations
will distribute and exchange information gained within the project. Especially regarding
the hazardous chemicals mapping in enterprises and introduction of chemicals inventory
table which might lead to the identification of the needs for substitution.
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Going a step further

Reduction of Hazardous Substances in the Eastern Baltic Sea
region – vision of Baltic Environmental Forum Group
We see that external funded projects, in most case European Union funds have become a very
important source for data and information gathering for policy making and therefore there is the
need to lobby for more funds for environmental monitoring and implementation of the BaltActHaz
recommendations. BEF Group with other partners are preparing new project applications or have
already been granted some new projects, which are actual among the political discussions and
policy development as the topics are recognised as very important, but at competent authorities
in Baltic States there are no financial and human resources. Therefore the following After-LIFE
Communication Plan indicates the further ideas of the BEF-Group how to continue awareness raising
and transfer knowledge to build the capacity of the Eastern Baltic Sea Countries. Furthermore the
ALCP indicates the first steps what the BEF-Group has taken to continue with the work, outcomes
and findings from the BaltActHaz project. Below are presented diﬀerent project ideas which have
grown out from BaltActHaz project.

•

Need of more screening actions in the Central and Eastern Europe (“AquaClean”)
“AquaClean” is based on the BaltActHaz project with the idea to implement it in larger,
more industrialised countries to gain more important results for reduction of pollution from certain hazardous substances at European scale. Additionally the project
“AquaClean” aims to even develop the “BaltActHaz” concept further and become a
front runner in Europe with regard to tackling upcoming WFD amendments and their
emerging substances, defining the needs for deriving EQS for specific substances and
applying IED directive requirements. The project will be implemented in Central Europe
– Slovak, Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland.

•

Need to build up capacity in municipalities (“HazCity”)
The results of the BaltActHaz project show that point source for hazardous substance
emissions to water bodies are not only industrial enterprises, but municipal sewers.
The hazardous substances are discharged from household eﬄuents as well from small
scale services and installations (small and medium sized enterprises). In order to reduce
hazardous substances discharged from municipal point sources a targeted awareness and
knowledge raising of municipal authorities, local permitting authorities and SME-s has
to be done. This leads to more eﬃcient implementation and control of environmental
legislation. The project will be implemented in Baltic Sea Region countries (Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania, Finland, Sweden and Denmark).
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•

Pharmaceutical issues
The pollution of waters and soils with pharmaceutical residues is an emerging problem
and for the first time a proposal to include pharmaceuticals into the WFD priority and
priority hazardous substances list has been composed by the EC. At the first meeting
in October 2011 representatives from agencies in Poland, Estonia, Finland, Germany
and Denmark as well as industrial associations and NGO expressed the need to work
on this topic and to establish a similar network and therefore there is an idea to develop
project with participating countries from Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Finland,
Denmark and Germany.

•

Awareness raising and educating the general public about the hazardous substances (“BaltInfoHaz” & “BelHazCampaign”)
General public was not a direct target group of the BaltActHaz project, but identified
a strong information need among the general public. BEF-Group has started a project
“Baltic info campaign on hazardous substances” which overall goal is to initiate a
stronger demand at the society in the three Baltic States for products free of hazardous
substances. The project has started on 1st October 2011 and is implemented in 3 Baltic
States. BelHazCampaign takes the same activities to Belarus with the same idea and
objectives.

•

Rising the capacity about the Classiﬁcation and Labelling of chemicals in the
Baltic States (“TrainCLP”)
In frame of the BaltActHaz project a few seminars and trainings were organised for
companies and state authorities about the requirements of the CLP regulation, but much
wider and in-depth training is needed to build the capacity of relevant stakeholders
who are in charge of implementing CLP requirements in the Baltic States and Russia.

•

Cross-border cooperation to support detection and management if Hazardous
Substances (CrossHaz)
Hazardous substances and their pathways into the environment do not recognise the
borders of countries, therefore to improve management and control of hazardous
substances, a cross-border cooperation project is under development with Russia,
Estonia and Latvia to detect and track occurrence of HELCOM priority hazardous
substances in the environment in the cross-border region. In frame of the BaltActHaz
project networking with Russian and Belarusian stakeholders has taken place and has
been very valuable for all the countries.
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Project website

www.baltacthaz.bef.ee

Estonia
Kertu-Kirit Sild
Project Manager
Tel.: + 372 6597 028
Fax: + 372 6597 027
E-mail: kertukirit.sild@bef.ee
Homepage: www.bef.ee

Latvia
Valters Toropovs
Project Coordinator
Tel.: + 371 6735 7546
Fax: + 371 6750 7071
E-mail: valters.toropovs@bef.lv
Homepage: www.bef.lv

Lithuania
Justė Buzelytė
Project Coordinator
Tel.: +370 5215 9287
Fax: +370 5213 5068
E-mail: juste.buzelyte@bef.lt
Homepage: www.bef.lt

The project is financed by the LIFE+ financial instrument of the European Community,
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The Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania.
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